
Alamo Heights Community Garden
Chock Full of FaIl Fruits and Veggies
ByI(ATIE NICKAS
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\loluuteer:s at the Alanro Heiqirts (lonrrlunity (llrclen enjoyecl
cooler tctltirrrr.rtrlres one recent SePtertrber r"norninq rs titey
pullccl wt-etls, plantr'cl clbb.rge', ratlishes, c.rrrots, beets .rncl L.roc-

coli ancl collcctcd con)post from the raised Lreds in prep.rration
tirr: flll plrrntinl.

Situlted in the Ohlos Ihsin and floo.ipl;rin neirr the Honclonclo
Crec-l< 'lrails, tltr. c.u'clcn slrv its shirre of stress this seirson.

The soutl'rcrn h;rli oi the garrlen rv.rs inunclntecl u-ith rv.rter firllou.
ins the. iloot.linq in-fune, r'eceir,ing.rs much as l2 inches oirlin in
onc nrorninq, sairl regr"rlar voluuteer I(.rrl"r -lbye.

'flre g.rlder.r is thrivine u.itlr llrussels sl')routs, hot peppers, jica-
r.n.t irncl other iroLrntifirl crops clespite thc- cl.rallenging 'we.rthr'r,

lncl glltlenr'rs.rrc anticipatine a I'ariety of iun f;rll events, in,
clr-rciinq.r irr-rssible scarecrow contest, s.ticl g.rrtlener ancl coort.li-
rtrrtrrr' [.intl.r H.rllstearl.

''Evcr-r'lhing hcle is .1onr' Lry voluutr.r.rs," 'fo1'r' ltlcled, notin{ that
the Brry Scouts helPgg| l.LrilJ thc r.ris.'cl [rc,.]s lnd the sl-recl and plrrnt-
r'd fnrit J11('l oln;ultental olive trees.

"lt's clesigne.cl to be J corl-
n'rtin;rl-sty1e glrclen rvhere

people c;ur colre rrncl rvork
ancl share in the protluce,"
she said. " lVe have more thiln
100 people on our e-rletil list,
but rve invite people to come

i.rncl help r,vhenever thcy can."

'Ihe Cc-rrlmur-rity (l.rlcleners

;rlert volunteers thlough e-rnail to upcomir.rg group qrower clir;.s,

calline out for neecled seeds ancl suppiies.

Not surprisir-rgly,, rnany of the fi'ecpreut volunteers to the commn-
nity tlrden are galdeners.

"lt's just rlreat to get your hands into the soil," saici i\,Ion;r l(rur-
clcler as she pLrlled up clocls of Bem'ruda gr:.rss. "Tliis is n.ry first
day volunteerirrr hcrc._Just qetting ;r1l the volunteers rlr.r,:l the becls

nrarie is such progress, and then gelting the clirt, too, is sorrr'thine
really special."

Ch;rrlottc'Wenge-r, a resiclent of Al;irlo Heights rvho ter.rdccl to the
buttc'rfly qarden, saici it is vely sltisfying to see things {ror,r,.

Striving to rnake the garden .1 center lirr urban ecoloqy .rncl couser,
vr'rtit'rr.r, the qardeners.r.i.lctl r r.rin barrel to catch the runc'rfl rv.rter

fi'on.r tlie gultel's .inc'l flou.into thr'drip irrigation systern.
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